Altered glycosylation is induced in both alpha- and beta-subunits of human chorionic gonadotropin produced by choriocarcinoma.
The two subunits of human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) purified from the urine of a patient with choriocarcinoma were successfully separated by SDS-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. A comparative study of the oligosaccharides released from the two subunits by hydrazinolysis revealed that altered glycosylation occurs in both subunits and possibly at all four asparagine sites of the choriocarcinoma hCG molecule.